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Counterintuitive Behaviors

A sexual assault victim who doesn't resist

The victim of brutal crime appears unboth
elifelel

A child victim of sexual abuse doesn’t cry

[l A domestic violence victim recants he
supports
her batterer at trial

Your gang violence witness is difficult and angry

The victim of a crime can’trecall key details

i
s

Counterintuitive Behavior # Lack of Credibility

TRAUMA




Objectives l

LUnderstand the impact of trau
victims of crime

[JProvide an overview of the n ology
of frauma

OStrategies for incorporating a trauma
informed approach into a case

Understanding T

IFI WOULDA KNOWN THEN WHAT | KN(

What is Trauma? hd .

4An emotional response to a terrible event
4Psychological impacts
4Physiological effects
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What is Trauma?

LThree types of tfrauma:
Acute
from a single incident.
[JChronic
repeated and

]@E?rlrowB?ex frauma

exposure to varied and multiple traumatic events,

often of an invasive, interpersonal nature.

The Neurobiology of
Trauma
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The Neurobiology of Trauma

Amygdala - The brains emotional
computer and alarm system

Hippocampus - Brains storage for our
most recent conscious memories

Thalamus - Translates sights, sounds,
smells into the language of the brain

Prefrontal cortex- Where information
is used to make decisions about
cognitive and emotional responses

The Neurobiology of Trauma

"IThe HPA AXIS:

JHypothalam
us

CIPituitary
Gland

SAdrenal

The Neurobiology of Trauma

[IThe HPA Axis -

connects
N

three structures: e
The hypothalamus

acts
on the pituitary gland

[The pituitary gland
acts
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The Neurobiology of Trauma

L] The hypoth
“Gr@ndral Station”,
Communic

ofbx@lictures in th
piftuitary gland

L | The hypothalam
hormone release from the pituitary
fe][e]gle]

The Neurobiology of Trauma l

The hypothalamus is the “Grand Central Stafion” of the brain

- Communicates with other structures in the brain, including the pituitom
gland
L \ pouatt
%

\

The Neurobiology of Trauma l

LIAdrenal Glands Q‘gwa‘j‘ ’
Hormones released ey
from
the pituitary gland
stimulates hormone Blcder

release from the adrenal
gland
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The Neurobiology of Trauma

Four main hormones are
released
during a traumatic event
Catecholamine
Fight, flight or freeze- "Tonic
Immobility”
L Cortisol
Regulates energy to fight or flee
[l Opiates
Pain reduction
L Oxytocin
Feel

The Neurobiology of Trauma

Hippocampus and
Amygdala

HIIIIIOGHIIIIIIIS

Hippocampus plays a crucial ol n the form:
SETS B e

surraundings, stimli and occurrences.

The Neurobiology of Trauma l

LThe

Hippeecasmaus: information into
memories

Esta Ilshes long term memo
]IJ:Jnco nd Ohsolidates

mformohon
ClersordhesirmldreemstieBming in and organizes
it

[IConsolidates and sorts information
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The Neurobiology of Trauma l

LIThe amygdala processes emotional
information

|Traumatic events are more difficult to
because
of the emotional response

IThe hippocampus and amygdala are ver nsitive
fo
the hormone soup, making it harder to process,
encode, and consolidate information and memories
rounding.a fraumatic e

General Effects of Trauma

liImmediate Term : [JLonger-Ter
‘kShO IPhysical Sy,
C\Denioﬂ Ulnterperson

[Dissociatio Problems
n UMemory

[JFeelings of
worthlessness

The Impact of Trauma on Victims

|Flat Affect-

A lack of reaction to
emotional
stimuli,

A monotone voice

Lack of expression in the
face.
LIFragmented &
disorganized
B R P R e e S T s




The Impact of Trauma on Victims

[IFlashbacks

[IVolatile emotions

[IThe more exposure, the
more trauma

[Coping mechanisms

may
be good or bad

The Impact of Trauma on Victims

[Victim may feel degraded or humiliaf
by

the assault

|Victim may experience flashbacks
[IThe shock and strain of trauma never

away

Trauma Informed
Prosecution
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What are your expectations about
victimse

[ICheck yourself
[IDo | have any personal bias?
[IDo | have a good victime
[1Are they credible?
[1You are your first juror

CWill you be fair to your
victim?

Trauma Informed Prosecution

Trauma-informed Care for Victims
- Safety

- Trustworthiness
- Choice

- Collaboration

- Empowerment

Trauma Informed Prosecution l

4AName It

4Frame It
4Claim It
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Trauma Informed Prosecution l

JUnderstand your,
vigtémtify their
needs

" Gpegtena plan

alLeg
el

Name [t

Lldentify

Counterintuitive
Behaviors
[JWitness statements
[JPolice report
[IMedical records
[JPersonal observations
[Victim interviews

Name It

LIWhat behaviors
should
you expect to see?
[IDomestic Violence

[ICoping mechanisms
[INormalizing violence

[JRecanting/remaining

[IMinimizing

11



Name it

[IWhat behaviors should you exp
fo
see?
LSexual Assault/Human Traffickin
|Flat affect
[IFailure to report
|Passive behavior

[ CoRREIIRY

Name [t

[ IWhat behaviors should you expect to
see?¢

U Nostisate festner Violence
Armed Robbery
Home Invasion

Gang cases

Anger, aggression

Name [t

[IDisclosure happens over j
[Time and patience nee
establish frust

Victim advocates can pr
support and services to victim

e

6/18/2021
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Frame It

'How do you best present yo

victim’'s story?e
OYou

OOUnderstanding

Olnteraction with victims
[IProsecutors set the tone for
victim

credibility

Frame It

[ICreate a plan for the victim
in

CoWtork  with o  victim
advocate

IWhat triggers exist?
LIWhat fears?

LIWhat physical changes
needed?

LIWhat legal issues will arise 2

Frame It

[lJudge
|Pre trial motions
[IMotions in Limine
[ Character
[lrrelevant evidence

[IRape Shield
[IOther Acts

[ICourt personnel
[1Court Visits

6/18/2021
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Frame it

Jury
4Voir Dire

4Provide an accurate
context for the jury

4Begin to break down
myths about victims

Frame It

'Regular folks

Aunt Flossie

Frame it

[JCorroborate
Everything
IVictims will recant
or
make inconsistent
statements

(IWhy inconsistency -
mendacitv

6/18/2021
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Frame it

Frame
[t

1Using Expert Witnesses

[IExpert witnesses can explain
counterintuitive behavior
[IStatistics

[IThe neurobiology of trauma
[1The process of disclosure
[1The Cycle of Violence

Frame It

IPossible Experts
JLaw Enforcement
_IVictims advocates
IMental health professionals

6/18/2021
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Claim It

OThe defense will use countej
behavior to attack victim’s

OAddress behavior head on

[IPrepare jury by discussing if in dire
and opening

Olncorporate it info the theme of the
case

Claim It

LI Use your victim’s strength in
coming forward to inspire the jury

Evidence of trauma can help
to
jury see what the victim has lost
due to crime

| Show how coping mechanism
developed as a result of frauma

|| Be a fearless warrior!

Questions?
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Prosecating
Attorneys'
tonclof bergia

Sharla D. Jackson

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Resource Prosecutor
Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council of Georgia

1590 Adamson Parkway, 4th Floor

Morrow, GA 30260

(770) 282-6354-Office
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